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The Paschal greeting proclaims the great truth 

of the resurrection of Jesus, the Christ!   

 

This first proclaimed dogma of the church fills 

us with joy; especially in this Easter season.  

We recall from the ‘Piety’ talk that our life 

lived in Christ should be a joyful one.  Always 

buoyed by the knowledge that GOD, in 

CHRIST, resurrected from the dead, LOVES 

US! 

 

Let’s carry the joy of the Easter season forever 

in our hearts and bring it to those we 

encounter in our environments.  Through 

friendship we can share the joy in our hearts 

with them that they too may desire a life lived 

in Christ. 

 

 

 

It is my great pleasure to 

announce to the community that 

secretariat has selected the 

Rector and Rectora for the 89th 

Weekends: 

Rector: Jake Gonzales, St. Ignatius Parish 

Rectora: Leona Gabel, St. Columbkill Parish. 

 

We are honored that they said yes to serve our 

community as Servant-leaders.  Please keep them 

in your prayers.  Team selection is also underway 

so if you get a call from one of them please 

prayerfully consider how the Lord may be 

calling you to serve. 

 

This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice 
and be Glad! Alleluia! 
 
De Colores! 

   Woody 
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A Pat On The Back    

 
As we enter Ordinary Time in our liturgical calendar and take a good look at the public life 

of our Lord, we encounter many very profound lessons and life examples that Cursillistas can 
apply to their spiritual journey. A case in point is the story of James and John found in the gospel 
passage for Wednesday of the 8th week (Mark 10:32-45). These two sons of Zebedee had lofty 
ambitions and aspired to greatness when Jesus entered his Kingdom. The story begins with 
Jesus taking his disciples aside and revealing to them just what awaits him in the city of 
Jerusalem. And then, James and John—who maybe didn’t hear or understand what Jesus was 
saying to them about the tragic events that were about to unfold—they approach our Lord and 
make a strange request about their future status when Jesus enters his glory—they request that 
one of them sit on his right and the other on his left when Jesus comes into his Kingdom. After 
hearing this, the other 10 disciples—aware that these two were busy trying to feather their own 
nests—became incensed at their selfish ambitions and also, no doubt, at their somewhat 
insensitive timing—and rightly so. 

Jesus then calls all of the disciples together and reveals to them how to live their lives as 
his followers, warning them that the ways of the world cannot be their ways. Jesus tells them that 
real greatness is found in selfless service to others—by following his example, as he put it, “not to 
be served but to serve.”  

The lesson for all of us in this gospel passage is that there are no specially privileged 
characters among God’s holy people. In living out this Christian principle— “To serve rather than 
be served” — in living that out, we may never get a pat on the back from Jesus for all of the 
things that we do for him to help make his Kingdom come—things like being there for the poor 
and the marginalized and those who are really hurting badly in the world that we touch, or for all 
the times that we’ve made friends, and became friends, and introduced those friends to Christ. 
But the irony in all of this is that the only way we’ll get a pat on the back is if we’re not looking for 
one—if we approach God with humility. For it is the humble who always seem to notice the 
touches of God in their lives in ways that the proud and the self-absorbed can never see. And so 
the message is to be a servant to all and be humble and don’t look for a pat on the back. And that 
makes a lot of sense because, in the end, the only thing that really matters—the only thing that 
really counts—is to live with God forever in Heaven. And that’s the only pat on the back we really 
need.  

There’s another twist to this story, and it’s found in Matthew’s version of this gospel 
passage (Matthew 20: 20-28). In this version, it was the mother of James and John who asked 
that her sons be on the right and the left of Jesus when he comes into his Kingdom. A short time 
after she made that request, John and his mother were on Calvary witnessing our Lord’s 
crucifixion, and they saw who occupied those two places. It wasn’t what they had in mind. To 
those of us who are called to build up God’s Kingdom by serving others, we must always 
remember that the road to that Kingdom often passes through the cross. But if we have to 
shoulder that cross, Jesus will be with us each step of the way. Because he’s been there. And for 
all of us who choose to travel that path to serve the needs of others—for all the humble ones who 
follow in our Lord’s footsteps—there very well may be a great big pat on the back  awaiting us 
when our earthly journey comes to an end.  

 

       Deacon Bill Hassler 
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Leona Gabel, a parishioner of St. Columbkill, Boyertown, lived the 60th Weekend in 1999, and sat at 
Mary, Mother of God (pray for us!) table.  Although officially retired, she still drives a school van for the 
Boyertown School District.  Team selection has gone well with almost all slots filled!  She is pleased that 
Theresa Racek has said yes to serving as Assistant Rectora.  Leona is looking forward to beginning 
team formation in July and seeing where the Holy Spirit leads “the best team ever!” 
 

 
Jake Gonzales shared the following message: 

 
When I made my weekend, about 20 years ago on the 60th Men's weekend, I was blown away!  I told 
my wife (Gina) many times soon after that, that the Jake she knew and married was no longer the 
same .  In fact, after that weekend, as I was driving home, I started to realize how God loves me and 
how He had always been there for me, even in my darkest moments.  My tears were flowing so hard 
that I could not see, so I had to stop driving, pulled to the side, and just simply "poured it all out".  When 
I say darkest moments, does not mean I was suffering or something, but rather that's when I was at my 
worst, meaning being a bad person.  Most of you would probably not believe of the things that I had 
done in the past, that are only more appropriate to mention in the confessional.  About 1 week after my 
weekend, I went to see a priest for confession and I had the most amazing experience of having many 
of my unconfessed sins lifted from me.  It felt like a bunch of thorns removed from my side!  The old 
Jake died that time, and a new one emerged.  It is like dying with Jesus in baptism, and now alive again 
in God's love.  How marvelous it is that we have a merciful God. 
 
As I put together this reflection, I was in the middle of gathering a group of men to be the core team for 
this upcoming 89th Men's Allentown Cursillo weekend.  Already, I could feel the two spiritual forces 
hard at work.  I felt the Holy Spirit at work especially when I made a call to one potential member and I 
had immediately received a "no I can't do it because ....." and so on.  As I pondered about it, somehow, 
it took me about 5 days before obtaining another name to call.  Normally, when I get a response, I act 
on it and right away obtain a new name to contact .  Why I did not do it right away,.... I finally found out 
5 days later since I received another call to recant the initial decision.  I was very delighted and at that 
very moment, I felt the promptings of the Holy Spirit on both me and the caller.  Go figure, huh? 
 
On another side, I also am feeling the work of the evil one on throwing as many obstacles and 
challenges as I try to build this team together.  I am sorry to say that "things happen" not just to the 
potential members, but it seems to me that the evil one is also attacking those that are loved ones, as if 
trying to say "let's see how you are going to handle this one". 
 
I rely completely on God's will in forming this team and as it forms, I pray that your prayers (reader of 
this article) and everyone in the community, lift us up closer to God so that we can deliver to you men - 
not called by any of us, but by God (who calls them by name) - to be our co-workers in God's vineyard. 
 
May God bless you abundantly, and may we be always keen to listen to that silent, but very much 
present, voice of God. 

 
Please pray for me, for the 89th team, and for your future "co-workers".  To quote a Latin phase, "Ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam", 
 
Jake Gonzales 
St. Ignatius Loyola parish 
St. Ignatius group/table 
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In case you have not attended a School of Leaders,  the 
following prayer is prayed before the presentations begin.  
It is a powerful reminder of what Cursillo should be.   

Cursillo Leaders' Prayer  

Lord, grant that we may understand the necessity for depth in our 
movement, rather than surface glory. Convince us of the truth that colorful 
programs do not constitute success.  

My God, give us a spirit of self sacrifice so that we may offer everything for 
your cause: our time, our abilities, our health and even our lives if necessary. 

Instill in us courage in our initiatives, good judgment in our choice of the 
right means, and that determination which in spite of failures assures victory.  

Move away from us the tiny rivalries, sensitivities, discourtesies, pride, 
everything which distracts from You, everything which divides or 
discourages.  

Help us to maintain at a high level a meaningful supernatural and mutual 
charity among ourselves, so that each one will seek by preference the most 
humble tasks and will rejoice at the good performed by others so that all our 
spirits united in a common purpose will have one single sprit, Yours Jesus, 
and that this spirit may let us see Your attractive goodness marked in all our 
faces, Your warm accents in all our words, and in our lives something 
superior to the world, something that proclaims Your Living Presence among 
us. Amen  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas - Pray for us.  

St. Paul, Patron of Cursillo - Pray for us.  

 

From the Cursillo Movement’s Leaders’ Manual, 9th Edition, June 2006  



5 

2018 National Encounter  

 The 28th National Encounter will be held on August 16-19, 2018 at Seattle 
 University. It is a beautiful Jesuit Catholic University located in Seattle, WA on 
 50 acres in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood. 

 The 28th National Encounter registration is now open! There are only 700 seats 
available. It’s expected to be a fully-packed National Encounter at Seattle 
University. See you there – bring a friend! 

 Visit the National Cursillo Website to register online for the encounter or 
 download the forms at: https://www.natl-cursillo.org/ (English) https://www.natl-
cursillo.org/espanol/inicio/ (Español) https://www.natl-cursillo.org/tieng-viet/trang

-nha/ (Vietnamese) The registration fee is $360 per person.  

https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
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Donations to Cursillo 
In memory of  Rev.  Robert J. Reed 

 
Send to: 

Theresa Racek, Treasurer 
602 N. 13th Street 

Allentown, PA 18102 
 

Checks  should be made payable to:  
Allentown  

We gratefully acknowledge  

the donation to the Fr. Reed Fund 

from Denise and Lisa Ianni  

in honor of the wedding of  

Fidelia Akaboku and Will Gower. 
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JUNE 2018    

Mon., Jun. 11 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon. Jun. 18 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Sat., Jun. 23 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

Sat., June 30 Picnic St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 10:30 AM  

JULY 2018    

Mon., Jul. 9 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Jul. 16 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Jul. 23 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

AUGUST 2018    

Mon., Aug. 13 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Aug. 20 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Aug. 27 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

SEPTEMBER 2018    

Mon., Sept. 10 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Sat., Sept. 15 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

Mon., Sept. 17 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

OCTOBER 2018    

Mon., Oct. 8 Send-Off Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 7:30 PM  

Oct. 11-14 Men’s Weekend    

Sat., Oct. 13 Men’s Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM  

Sun., Oct. 14 Men’s Closing Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 6:00 PM  

Oct. 18-21 Women’s Weekend    

Sat., Oct. 20 Women’s Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM  

Sun., Oct. 21 Women’s Closing Cathderal, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 6:00 PM  
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